
TwinCAT Installation



TwinCAT Installation

▪ Package Management

▪ Downloading from the web

▪ XAE vs XAR



Package Management

What is it?

Package management is an alternative for monolithic installers

Example “Setup.exe”



Package Management

▪ Package Management is a modern software deployment approach

▪ No monolithic installers

− Faster update life cycles 

− Smaller, more modal components

− Easy management of “Workloads” 



TwinCAT Deployment History

▪ TwinCAT up to version 4024

− Monolithic installers

− TwinCAT functions independently downloaded and installed 

from Beckhoff.ca

− Quarterly software updates and optimization delivery

− Manual engineering system version management



Package Management

Moving forward from TwinCAT 4026

− Package management

− Single tool for Engineering and Runtime system deployment

− Easy deployment version management via “Workloads”



Package Management

TcPkg Features

▪ Download, install, upgrade, repair and uninstall of all software

▪ Continuous updates available per package

▪ Easy deployment version management via “Workloads”

− Workload: XML List of packages with specified versions



Package Management

TcPkg Features Cont..

▪ Remote manager builds to support previous TwinCAT major builds

− 4018, 4020, 4022, and 4024

▪ CLI for advanced users and automated management



Downloading TwinCAT 3

▪ www.Beckhoff.ca

Click the ‘Download finder’



Downloading TwinCAT 3

▪ Download finder

− Click “TwinCAT Package Manager”



Downloading TwinCAT 3

▪ Click “EXE”

− Login to your myBeckhoff account beforehand



Package Management

▪ Package Management is delivered in two ways

− CMD line

− GUI

▪ Both are installed together

▪ Right click and “Run as Admin”



Installing TwinCAT 3

Once the installation is complete

Launch TwinCAT Package Manager

Right Click and “Run as Administrator”



Installing TwinCAT 3

Allow the app to make changes to the PC



Installing TwinCAT 3



Installing TwinCAT 3

Enter your myBeckhoff User account login info

Required to add online “Beckhoff Stable Feed”



Installing TwinCAT 3

Save



Installing TwinCAT 3

Select the Shell(s) or Visual Studio you wish to integrate to

TcXaeShell → 32 bit IDE supporting <=4024 projects

TcXaeShell64 → 64 bit IDE supporting     4026 projects

VS will be shown if available on system (VS2022 supported by 4026)

Select none for XAR (Runtime only) installations



Installing TwinCAT 3

Select the components you would like to install



Installing TwinCAT 3

Note:

If TwinCAT 3 4024 was previously installed on the system 

→Migration tool will automatically launch

Migration will 

1. Uninstall all previous components

2. Ready the system for 4026 (Clean)

3. Install all previous components (if available)



Installing TwinCAT 3

Beckhoff



Installing TwinCAT 3

Beckhoff



Installing TwinCAT 3

Beckhoff



Installing TwinCAT 3

▪ The TwinCAT 3 icon is now displayed in the Windows 

Task Bar

Beckhoff



▪ Right Click the TwinCAT icon

▪ Launch XAE Shell64 (4026)

Installing TwinCAT 3

Beckhoff



▪ For installation of XAR only (Such as on Target hardware)

Installing TwinCAT 3 – XAR Only

Beckhoff
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